Case-fatality rates for tubal sterilization in U.S. hospitals, 1979 to 1980.
To update a 1977 to 1978 case-fatality estimate for tubal sterilization in U.S. hospitals, we reviewed the medical records of women reported by the Commission on Professional and Hospital Activities to have died after tubal sterilization procedures in 1979 or 1980. We project that the most reasonable case-fatality rate estimate is slightly greater than 9 per 100,000 sterilizations if all deaths associated with the procedure are considered. Rate estimates that assume minimum and maximum numbers of all associated deaths in our sample are approximately 6 per 100,000 and 10 per 100,000 sterilizations, respectively. However, when only deaths that can be attributed to sterilization per se are considered, the most reasonable case-fatality rate is estimated at between 1 and 2 per 100,000 procedures, a lower rate than previously reported. Rate estimates that assume minimum and maximum numbers of attributable deaths in our sample are approximately 1 per 100,000 and 5 per 100,000 sterilizations, respectively. These results further indicate that death attributable to tubal sterilization is rare.